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Photo 48. Highland Township

This photo was taken in a suburban
area near an elementary school. Even
though the sign indicates where the
road should be crossed, would you let
your children walk here? The street
has no tree canopy for shade, no
sidewalks, and is not marked well to
alert drivers that this is a crosswalk.
Cars whiz by, driving well over the
speed limit. The road is bland and
built like a racetrack—straight and
flat. This is truly a scary place for
children to walk—let alone for adults!
People with disabilities would not
even consider it.
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Photo 50. Flint

Urban sprawl has had effects that are long

Photo 49. Rochester Hills lasting. In cities such as Flint, Ferndale,

Clawson and Detroit (and others too numerous to
list), schools have closed because districts lost
large numbers of students—too many families
have moved out of the city to the suburbs. The
Livonia Public School District just announced in
late 2005 that they were closing seven schools
because the district has lost over 1,500 students

since 1995. And so it goes...

Does this look like its safe for walking?
This family must walk in the street
because the subdivision where they live
was built with no sidewalks. Was the
decision to build without sidewalks
because of hopes to remain rural, or was
it to save a buck by the developer?
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Photo 51. Flint Photo 52. West Bloomfield Township

Here we see a neighborhood street that is poorly New roads are being built to accommodate new
maintained. There is just not enough money to go development— leaving little money left for keeping
around. We cannot afford to maintain existing read  existing roads in good repair. Remember that the
when new roads are continually being built in next time you land in a pothole!
communities that service new developments.

Photo 53. Anywhere, U.S.A.

(left) This commercialized stretch of roadway is a
photo of sprawl at its worst. Wide streets, fassc
many signs and no trees are all indicators of urban
sprawl. Unfortunately, this shopping area lacks a

sense of place and it does not make shoppers feel

welcome. This could be a photo of Anywhere,
U.S.A. Would you want to walk here?

# |
* o4
) 0)#
9 (1 @
’ = >

1 & $
6 9 A
<
"B A
c 3
D 7
% E
! ?
#)? . 0

26



Chapter 3




Chapter 3

(&

% +

2|’11 n(

28

Photo 54. Eastpointe

This is an example of sprawling
development near a residential
area. Wide and straight streets that
look like a race track—nbuilt for fast
cars. No shade trees. No
interesting shops or landscaping.
Isolated buildings separated by
huge expanses of concrete. Why
would you want to live where you're
dependent on the car for everything
to do anything? Would you want to

walk here?
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Photo 55. Midland

There used to be a neighborhood located here.
Today you see divided highway with a grassed
median and trees. During an urban renewal

project, the homes were removed to widen Eastman

Road, near the Dow Chemical plant.

Photo 56. Detroit
This photo was taken in July 2004 near

Woodward Avenue. Sadly, the American Dream
of living in the suburbs encouraged people and
viable businesses to move out of the cities—

causing decay in areas left behind.

Photo 57. Bay County

(right) Just as some cities are left
behind to decay, other communities
are faced with sprawling development

that “grows” seemingly overnight in
former corn fields. This sprawling
residential neighborhood is not
located near a school, a shopping
area or even linked with other
neighborhoods. To go anywhere, you
must drive.
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Photo 58. Flint suburb

This is an example of a sprawling strip center glon
a very busy street in a suburb of Flint. Very hice
However, there are many other centers along this
street that look exactly like this one—well
maintained, each with a gimmick to invite the
shopper to get out of their cars and stop to shop.
( Welcome to Anywhere, U.S.A.
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This photo shows what happened to a once busy and
? vital shopping area in downtown Flint. When people
moved to the sprawling suburbs, these once grand
9 2 and proud buildings were left behind to decay.

Photo 60. Flint suburb

This is a typical sprawling subdivision in a subanb
area near Flint. Housing in the City of Flint is
9 deteriorating while many suburbs find themselves
having to hold two Planning Commission meetings
per month to address site plan review issues.
( Growth is inevitable, but it should not be to the
detriment of other communities.
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Photo 61. Flint

This subdivision was built with no
sidewalks because the community wants
the look and feel of remaining rural. The

neighborhood loses because residents
cannot take a walk through the subdivision
safely. Developers benefit because they do
not have to spend money building
sidewalks—which gives them bigger
profits. But who really gains and who
really loses?

Photo 62. Highland Township

Located about 40 miles northwest of Metro
Detroit, Highland Township is under huge
pressures to build residential subdivisions as
urban sprawl continues its outward path.
The Township would like to remain looking
like a rural community, so sidewalks are
often not required here—thus making it
difficult for those who want to run for
exercise.
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Photo 63. Milford

The Milford Village
Council tried to address
the “rural look” they
thought residents wanted
and still have sidewalks by
requiring the developer to
build this unsatisfactory
compromise. The line
painted on the street is too
narrow to allow two people
to walk side-by-side.
Walkers are still in the
street and too close to
passing traffic. And as you
can see, the line changes
over time. | wonder if they
would let their children
walk down this “sidewalk”
by themselves?

Photo 64. Milford

Contrast this photo with
the one above. One
community, yet two

different kinds of streets.

The two pictured here are
having a “Kodak moment”
in the front yard. To bad
the people in the photo
above don't live on the
same kind of walkable
street.
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