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“In this important writing, Leslie gives us a thump or two, as well as gentle
and not so gentle footsteps and paths to follow.”

“This book is written in a simple and easy style...a must read for all deci-
sion-makers in Michigan.”

“The photos tell the story—simply for all to understand. A great read with
an important message.”

...A Story About Community

Have you ever visited a town that you just knew was special? Maybe
you weren’t even aware of why you felt that way—you just knew you never
wanted to leave.

These special places always had a welcoming feel about them with
their tree-lined streets, children playing on the sidewalk and neighbors
sharing gossip on the front porch. I bet it even had a lovely little downtown
where shoppers could spend all day wandering around looking through the
brightly decorated windows of the shops there. You didn’t need a car to get
around, your feet worked just fine, and after all, what would be the sense of
driving when everything was so close? While it seems that in this day and
age towns like this can only be found on television, there are still places in
this world where they exist.

Five years ago, I began to research and find out more about the
sense of place that makes some towns in Michigan so wonderful, and why
others remain in a state of deep failing and fatigue. They say a picture is
worth a thousand words, and so keeping this in mind, I’ve written this book
to show you how we can turn our sometimes forbidding and hostile urban
landscapes into the types of welcoming places in which we all wish we
could live.



