
amplifygr.org

Prosperity starts with place.
Everyone deserves to prosper

from the benefits and joys 
of a thriving neighborhood.



WHY DOES PLACE MATTER?
PROSPERITY STARTS WITH PLACE. 

When i t  comes to l i fe outcomes the #1 predictor
is the zip code where you grow up. 
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NEIGHBORHOODS IN 49507
Our zip code has a greater impact on l i fe outcomes than our own
DNA.

As of 2022, neighborhoods in 49507 have received  39 t imes less in
publ ic  and private investment  compared to Northwest Grand Rapids'
neighborhoods.

This has created disparate impacts for some of the most racial ly and
ethnical ly diverse neighborhoods in West Michigan (Madison Square
being #2 in the s tate according to Niche.com). 

A M P L I F Y  G R

THE GAPS OF INEQUITY HIGHLY INTERSECT AMONG HISTORIC RACIAL & ECONOMIC LINES

1937 Map of “red-lined” neighborhoods of Grand Rapids.



We are addressing decades of dis investment in
49507 and improving the qual i ty of  l i fe today
and for future generat ions.   

From 2015-2019, only 10 percent (1) of private investment
in Grand Rapids and less than one percent (1) of public
investment went to Grand Rapids’ Third Ward. 

This disinvestment correlates with disparities in:
household income
employment
affordable housing
transportation
educational attainment

Hicks, J. (2019). Grand Rapids Ward with Highest Black Population Gets Least Investment from the City. Mlive. 1

1 Michigan School Data: Dickinson, Hope and River City Scholars  
2 Michigan School Data: Congress, Breton Downs, Lakeside & Wealthy  
3 Economic InnovationGroup: Community DistressIndex
4 Robert Wood JohnsonFoundation / CDC

GEOGRAPHY SHOULD NOT
DETERMINE DESTINY. 
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The approach at Ampli fy GR is di f ferent
and bet ter than our or iginal approach to
communi ty revi ta l izat ion.. .  [ they]
unders tand this work is more than
communi ty heal th and wel lness. 

AGR's innovat ions have inf luenced
Purpose Bui l t  Communi t ies to add the
economic vi ta l i ty pi l lar to our
organizat ion's next i terat ion, which wi l l
impact current and future work in
neighborhoods across the country.  

-  Carol  Naughton
Execut ive Director

Purpose Bui l t  Communi t ies

Amplify GR is part of a network of communities across
the country working towards:

Increased health and education outcomes

Upward economic mobility

Advancing towards racial equity 

NATIONAL RECOGNITION
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FOUR PILLARS. ONE THRIVING COMMUNITY.
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 Economic Opportunity

MIXED-INCOME HOUSING

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

Business attraction and retention
focused on equitable
neighborhood growth 
Entrepreneurship

Increased Homeownership
Expanded mixed-income rental
opportunities

BIRTH-TO-CAREER EDUCATION

COMMUNITY WELLNESS

Open spaces
Health and
wellness
Activities for youth
Arts and culture

Fresh food
Crime prevention
Bank, grocery,
and restaurants

Early learning outcomes
Afterschool programs
Expanded workforce opportunities 

Everyone deserves to earn a
l iv ing and support  their  famil ies

Everyone deserves to
choose where they
l ive and feel  safe

Everyone deserves greater
opportuni t ies to learn and grow

Everyone deserves to l ive in a place
that ref lects  the diverse spir i t  of  the
community
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MISSION
Using a multi-generational lens, Amplify GR works in defined neighborhoods together with
neighbors, community partners and businesses to preserve and widen pathways that create

greater opportunity for neighbors to participate in and benefit from community growth.





WHAT WE DO
FOUR PILLARS, ONE THRIVING COMMUNITY. 

We work at the intersect ion of people ,  partnership
and place  in the areas of economic opportuni ty,
mixed- income housing, bir th - to -career educat ion

and communi ty wel lness wi thin Boston Square,
Madison Square and surrounding neighborhoods

on Grand Rapids, Michigan's southeast  s ide.
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PEOPLEPEOPLE

PLACEPLACE





LOCAL IMPACT 
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 I M P A C T  R E P O R T
2023



Corewell Health 
Neighborhood Advisory Commmittee
Hard Hat Tour and Dinner In HUB 07

May 2024



WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE
WHEN THE 4 PILLARS
COME TOGETHER?
A  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E C T I V E  D E S I G N :
B O S T O N  S Q U A R E  T O G E T H E R
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SENIOR HOUSING

COMMUNITY WELLNESS

MIXED-INCOME HOUSING

BIRTH-TO-CAREER EDUCATION

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

SMALL BUSINESS INCUBATION



CO-WORKING AND SOCIAL AREA

COMMUNITY-BASED PROGRAMMING + SERVICES

HEALTH + WELLNESS CLINIC

HIGH-QUALITY EARLY CHILDHOOD LEARNING CENTER

COMMUNITY MEETING SPACES



Boston Square Together F2
57 units

1,2,3 bedrooms
Mixed-Income

5,000 sq ft. commercial
$30 million

Construction began Sept. 16
Opening in 2026

Boston Square Together F3
45 units

1,2,3 bedrooms
Mixed-Income

9,000 sq ft Food Hall
Construction begins 2025

Opening late 2026



Kalamazoo Avenue
Retail and Food Business Incubation Spaces

Kzoo Station
Kzoo West Retail

Seasonal Incubator 



LEARN MORE
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