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Introduction

BACKGROUND

It is widely recognized that Michigan
needs zoning reform. The built and
natural environments demand it, and
so do the demographics and markets.
Zoning codes that have been adopted
in the last 60 years strongly favor
spread-out single -use development.
This trend of minimum lot sizes,
minimum building setbacks, parking
requirements, street width standards,
and restrictions that separate uses has
lead to sprawl in our state and across
the country.

Hardly anyone defends conventional
codes anymore at professional
conferences or in publications 0 yet
they persist. Conventional zoning is
very difficult to change because the
status quo is so powerful. Zoning has
made the public wary of new
development because it continually

produces low quality development, and
unfortunately, conventional zoning
does not encourage walking or
alternative forms of transportation or
add to cultural, social and
entertainment offerings in a way that
maximizes and improves quality of life.

WHY WRITE THIS GUIDEBOOK?

The Michigan Chapter of Congress
for the New Urbanism (MiCNU) is
committed to stopping sprawl and re -
establishing compact, walkable and
environmentally sustainable cities,
villages and neighborhoods. Changing
the way communities currently do
zoning in Michigan has been identified
as the major hurdle in reaching our
mission.

After careful research and
development by the Congress for the
New Urbanism (CNU) and the Form -

Based Code Institute (FBCI), Form -
Based Codes (FBCs) have come to the
forefront as the most effective method
to accomplish zoning reform in
Michigan. To that end, MiCNU has
developed three (3)-implementation
steps.

Step 1 - FBC Training  First, MiCNU
has already begun the process of
informing people about FBCs. MiCNU
partnered with the Michigan
Municipal League and the Michigan
Chapter of the American Planning
Association to offer educational
workshops. These were held in
February, April, May and July 2009.
As a result, more than 60 people have
graduated with Form -Based Code
certificates of course completion.

Step 2 - FBC Guidebook Project.
MiCNU recognized that workshops
alone would not be enough to create

Form-Based Codes in 7-Steps 9



the kind of change that is hoped for in
Michigan. Therefore, seven (7)
members of MiCNU have written this
guidebook.

The guidebook simplifies FBCs and
removes the mystique associated with
them. Specific to Michigan (and the
first of its kind anywhere in the

nation) , the guidebook is a step -by-step

process that explains what
communities need to know, helps them
decide what to do, and leads them
through the process of how a FBC is
written, adopted and implemented.

Site Visits . In addition, the MICNU
organization knows that receiving the
guidebook is not enough to really
understand the process of
implementing a FBC. Therefore as a
part of the FBC Guidebook Project,
members of MiCNU are conducting
site visits to further explain the
guidebook and FBCs. The site visitor
teams include professional members of
MiCNU who are FBC experts.

At this time, the site visits are at no

10 Form-Based Codes in 7-Steps
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Hazel Park
Site Visit
8-29-09
MICNU conducted 3 site visits in Pilot
Communities to test the guidebook and

site visit format. The focus of Hazel
Park was a commercial corridor.

charge to communities, but MiCNU
will need to charge a small fee in the
future to help cover costs. For more
information regarding registration,
contact www.cnu.org/michigan

Step 3 - Charrette Training.  The
visioning process is one of the most
critical steps in undertaking the
implementation process. A community
must agree on a
community before a FBC can be

properly written.

MiICNU has received comments from
consultants as well as from community
representatives that, more often than
not, sessions that should help a
community arrive
not well run and have been less than
successful. Ther ef or e, Mi
implementation step is to get people

ovi <erthiag on hpwote conducieajsyccessful

and effective multi -day charrette.

Photos of Hazel Park courtesy of Leah Martin
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