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MAP Supports Proposal 1: There is no “Plan B”
We are at a critical juncture for road funding in Michigan, and community planners and municipal leaders
recognize that infrastructure investments including roads and bridges, public transit and complete streets
solutions, are integral to creating and maintaining high quality communities.
The Michigan Association of Planning, via a vote by the Board of Directors in February 2015, actively supports
a YES vote on May 5, 2015 for Proposal 1 for Safe Roads, and encourages our members to vote yes on this
ballot initiative. Continued disinvestment in our roads and bridges, and into public transportation and
multimodal opportunities will create a much bigger and more expensive problem down the road, and it is
unlikely that our legislature will come up with an alternative in 2015, meaning more time for roads to
deteriorate further before another solution is advanced. There is no Plan B.
Yes, proposal 1 is complex. But it should be easy for planners and municipal leaders to understand its value.
Here are some reasons that planners should vote YES on Proposal 1 on May 5.
1. Public safety. Crumbling roads and bridges result in more vehicle accidents and personal injuries.
2. Economic Development. Perception that the State cannot maintain its infrastructure works against its
efforts to attract new business and industry. Research shows that well maintained streets and
infrastructure result in improved property values and private sector investment in those
neighborhoods where improvements are made.
3. Placemaking. A critical component to placemaking is a complete street. If the state is struggling with
the current funding stream to do basic maintenance on existing roads it makes it more difficult to
allocate appropriate funds for the implementation of complete streets.
4. Public Transit. The proposal would increase funding for public transit which provides transportation
options and increases access opportunities for all segments of the State’s population.
5. Increasing costs. Infrastructure costs continue to increase. An increase in funding hasn’t been
approved since 2005. Delaying action would only increase the future costs of needed improvements.
6. No “Plan B.” The legislature does not have an alternate plan for funding roads to the level that would
address the problem. Failure of the proposal would result in additional time lost in making
improvements to the State’s transportation system.
We are satisfied with the provisions in the proposal that will maintain funding to schools and municipalities
and compensate for the regressive nature of a sales tax on low‐income households.
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Organizations in Support of Proposal 1 include:













Council of Michigan Foundations
Michigan League for Public Policy
Michigan Municipal League and local governments
Michigan Farm Bureau
Business Leaders for Michigan
Detroit Chamber
Small Business Association of Michigan
Sheriffs Association (and other public safety organizations)
Michigan Education Association (MEA)
AFT Michigan
Consumers Energy
Michigan Nonprofit Association

Official Ballot Language
The official ballot language approved by the Board of State Canvassers is available here.
The following organizations provide a variety of resources in support of a YES vote:
Michigan Municipal League
http://www.mml.org/advocacy/safe‐roads‐yes.html
Michigan Environmental Council
http://www.environmentalcouncil.org/
What You Can Do



Visit the Michigan Voter Information Center at https://vote.michigan.gov/mvic/ to check your
registration status, find your polling place, and view your sample ballot for the May 5 election.
Vote YES on May 5
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