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Outstanding Planning Project for Best Practice
Project:  City of Novi Non-Motorized Master Plan
Partners: City of Novi and The Greenway Collaborative, Inc.

With more than 225 miles of pathways, sidewalks and bike lanes, the City of
Novi has a long-standing interest in providing non-motorized routes to
connect neighborhoods with destinations throughout the City and region.

In 2006, The City of Novi launched a non-motorized master planning effort in
partnership with the Novi Walkable Committee to create a comprehensive
and integrated network of non-motorized routes to serve the entire City and
connect to regional networks. Building on the committee’s success to raise
awareness, increase public participation, and provide a basis for policies and
standards to better provide complete streets, Novi contracted with The
Greenway Collaborative, Inc. to undertake a non-motorized master planning
effort.

After extensive public input sessions, a transparent planning process and
since gaining support and consensus through the Novi City Council, the
Walkable Novi Committee and the Planning Commission, a detailed plan was
created. The resulting plan includes implementation strategies designed to
provide a safe, convenient and enjoyable environment for bicyclists, pedestri-
ans and other non-motorized users, while demonstrating the potential
energy savings new facilities could provide.

The plan’s recommended policies include reference to Novi's adopted
Complete Streets resolution and a means to build on that support, along with
reference to the City’s ADA and transition plan, which was undertaken
concurrently.  As the Non-Motorized Master Plan improvements are
implemented over the coming years, it is anticipated that a greater number of
individuals will choose walking and bicycling as the preferred mode of
transportation for many local trips.




