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Nine master’s students from the University of Michigan’s Urban and Regional
Planning Program developed a plan in fall 2009 to connect residents of
Southwest Detroit to jobs associated with major infrastructure projects in
their neighborhoods-the Detroit River International Crossing (DRIC) and the
Detroit Intermodal Freight Terminal (DIFT).

The plan provides an array of approaches to use in encouraging community
economic development through the connection of residents with jobs that
major public investments create in their neighborhoods and through the
protection of businesses negatively affected by the investment.

The student’s separated the analysis into several sections, explained how to
implement the recommendation, and provided additional examples of
similar cases.

Soon after the students completed the plan, the Southwest Detroit Business
Association hired one of the students to work on implementing the plan. In
addition, construction union leaders and leaders from Southwest Detroit
along with others came together to identify their common interests in jobs
associated with major public projects. They have continued to work together
through a new alliance, Doing Development Differently in Metro Detroit (D4).

D4 is a coalition of residents, unions, environmental, faith-based and commu-
nity organizations who want to strengthen Detroit through the creation of
sustainable, mutually beneficial development strategies.

D4 is continuing to advance many of the approaches that the students’ plan
proposed.




