2010 Award Recipients
Daniel Burnham Award for a Comprehensive Plan
Onekama Community Master Plan
The Onekama Community Master Plan is an exemplary document that incorporates a number of smart growth and environmental sustainability principles.  The Plan is well illustrated and easy to follow, with well written descriptions of the implications of the existing conditions and best practices available as well as clearly outlined implementation steps.  Additionally, the project was successful in reaching consensus among two communities and reflects the benefits of planning beyond individual jurisdictional boundaries. 

Best Practice – for a specific planning tool, practice, program, project of process, emphasizing results.
Auburn Hills Riverwalk
The Auburn Hills Riverwalk Master Plan is an example of a plan that not only examines the issues related to the three prongs of sustainability but also incorporates a design resource document that clearly illustrates the recommended strategies.  The detailed nature of the plan provides the City of Auburn Hills with specific steps to improve the environmental quality of the riverfront while also maximizing opportunities to enhance the community’s economy and provide an enjoyable environment for residents as well as visitors.

Spring Lake Township Zoning 
The Spring Lake Township Zoning Ordinance Update is a prime example of the outcome of a success planning process followed by an in-depth investigation and analysis of existing regulatory outcomes.  The audits undertaken to identify sustainable and unsustainable provisions, followed by broad discussion of possible alternative provisions provided the opportunity for the community to thoroughly evaluate and incorporate new ideas related to sustainability. 

Outstanding Student Project Award recognizing exceptional work by students
Feasibility Study for Blending Housing and Urban Agriculture
This Michigan State University student project thoroughly examined the implications and feasibility of a wide range of innovative options for combining new housing with local agriculture on the 22 acre subject parcel.  The comprehensive analysis of the site and the neighborhood as well as the detailed summaries of each alternative’s strengths and weakness is a great example of the benefits of the planning process.  

Land Use Plan for Brightmoor
The University of Michigan students’ Land Use Plan for Brightmoor is impressive for its comprehensiveness and community engagement in addressing the important needs of an urban neighborhood experiencing serious challenges.  The project incorporated an advisory committee comprised of representatives from local organizations which ensures that the work of the students is a reflection of the goals and desires of the community.  The students conducted extensive research of best practices for areas experiencing population decline and formulated a number of innovative ideas and practical steps that can be taken to reinforce the positive aspects of the neighborhood and reconfigure – or “reinvent” areas where opportunities exist.  

Grass Roots Initiative – emphasis on the success of planning in new or different settings, expanding the public’s understanding of planning.  (Education and collaboration are additional criteria:  No submission chosen for award.

Public Outreach – for individual, project or program that uses information and education about value of planning:  No submission chosen for award.

