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Photo 65.  Grand Ledge 
 

Lack of sidewalks in a neighborhood is a 
symptom of failure.  It’s a lovely place, but not 

many people walk here. 
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Photo 66.  Eastpointe 
 

Places with huge expanses of concrete, 
large signs and barren landscapes are 

symptoms of failure. 
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Photo 68.  Eastpointe 
 

Lack of buffers such as planting and nature strips, 
understated and under-whelming landscaping with 

few street trees are symptoms of failure—people like 
more green! 
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Photo 69.  Traverse City 
 

Excessive signage is a 
symptom of failure. 
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Photo 67.  Grand Rapids 
 

Poorly maintained concrete are symptoms of 
failure.  People who are disabled cannot walk 

safely on sidewalks that are in poor repair.  
Those in wheelchairs have a great deal of 

difficulty navigating over crosswalks that have 
no barrier free curbs.  When urban areas are 

abandoned by those who pursue the 
“American Dream”, decay sets in. 



Photo 71.  Eastpointe 
 

Buffers are symptoms of success.  A buffer is a strip of land, a fence, or border of trees, etc., 
between one use and another, which may or may not have trees and shrubs planted for 

screening purposes.  The buffer is designed to set apart one use area from another, such as 
the parking lot from the sidewalk—and the sidewalk from the street. 
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Photo 70.  Grand Rapids 
 

With no “eyes on the street”, this neighborhood has decayed to the point where no one 
wants to walk here.  Tired, neglected and unsafe places are a symptom of failure.   
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Photo 72.  Lansing 
 

Attitudes of “build it cheap” is a symptom of failure. 

Photo 73.  Webberville 

 

Poorly located schools, post offices and libraries are symptoms of failure.  The 
post office pictured here is so far away from any neighborhood that the only way 

people can conveniently get to the post office is to drive. 
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Photo 75.  Brighton 

 

Failure to screen garbage and “dress up” parking lots is a symptom of failure. 
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Photo 74.  Marquette 

 

This is 5 lanes of schlock!  Over use of wide streets is a symptom of failure.  The desire for streets to carry 
greater numbers of cars—road designers call it “unimpeded flow”—has resulted in wider streets.  While 
travel lanes on old streets (before the 1920s and 1930s) were often only 9 feet wide or less, new streets 
are usually built to have 12-ft. lanes, which takes longer for walkers to cross.  “Unimpeded flow” also 

has another meaning—license to speed—adding all the more to unsafe walking conditions. 
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Photo 77.  Brighton 

 

A symptom of failure is when stores are in sight but for safety reasons—like too much traffic or the 
street is too wide—it is difficult to walk there.  Instead of a simple walk of 100 feet, most people climb 
into the car and drive across the street, adding to more traffic.  No wonder people are gaining weight! 

Photo 76.  Lansing 
 

Shops are within sight, but walking over a sea of hot asphalt to reach a store is a symptom 
of failure.  Can you imagine walking here while battling raw winter winds? 
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