Unified Zoning Acts

On May 24, 2005, the Michigan Zoning Act (HB 4398) was considered by the House Local Government Committee, and unanimously approved to move on to the full House for their consideration.  It could be taken up as early as the last week in May by the House.

As you may know, the Michigan Association of Planning has been working with Representative Elsenheimer to unify the state’s three zoning enabling acts (County, City/Village and Township) into a single, unified zoning act.  The MAP law committee provided considerable technical assistance to Rep Elsenheimer by creating a comparison table for the three acts, and, using the table as a spring board, actually wrote the first draft of the unified zoning act that was forwarded by Rep Elsenheimer to the Legislative Service Bureau (LSB).  The LSB made additional changes, simplifying things further.  Two working group meetings were held to debate and discuss the bill.  Participants included the MML, MTA, Michigan Association of Counties, several state agencies, the Home Builders, the Realtors, and the Michigan Environmental Council.  MAP law committee members worked closely with the LSB attorney, and even the organization and structure of the zoning acts are now vastly improved and simplified.

While we are thrilled that this bill moved out of committee so quickly, and with seemingly little controversy, we still have a long way to go before we have a unified zoning act in Michigan.  The bill will be considered very soon by the House, and assuming it is approved, it will then go on to a Senate Committee, likely the Senate Natural Resources Committee, chaired by our long time legislative ally Senator Patty Birkholz.  From the Senate committee the bill will go to the full Senate, and, assuming this is a smooth ride, on to Governor Granholm for signing into law.

Many planners in Michigan heeded the MAP legislative alert and sent letters of support to Representative Elsenheimer, and it is crucial that planners continue to advocate for passage of HB 4398.  You will be asked at each step of the process to make your position known to your legislator through letters, calls or emails.

Finally, MAP is extremely grateful to law committee members Jerry Rowe, Doug Piggot, Dick Norton, Mary Ann Lamkin, and Mark Wyckoff for working so tirelessly on this effort.  They were instrumental in ensuring that the bill language was clear, concise, and correct, and that the resulting law would provide a much improved document to be used by planners across the state.  

